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War Memorial Re-dedication Ceremonies

The following information is designed to help those planning a dedication or
re-dedication ceremony for a war memorial. It outlines possible elements
which can be incorporated into a ceremony and gives examples of the or-
der in which such ceremonies can run.

Please note that there are no set rules about the content of dedication or re-
dedication ceremonies. However, most groups choose to have some kind of
service when an existing war memoaorial is restored or moved or when a new
memorial is established. Often these services involve interested members of
the local community, such as the Royal British Legion or local cadet groups,
and can be either religious or non-religious in content. As the creation of
war memorials has traditionally been organised locally, then decisions about
the form and style of any dedication or re-dedication ceremony is generally
held to be a local decision.

Below are two examples of the order in which dedication or re-dedication
ceremonies can run, but these are only intended as guidelines and can be
altered to suit a particular situation. Following these examples are some sug-
gested bible readings, hymns and poems.

ORDER OF SERVICE — EXAMPLE 1

Entrance of Official Party and Standards

The Welcome and Introduction:
Minister: Welcome and introduction.
All say: The Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Texts:
Minister or Official reads.

Hymn:
Congregation stands.

The Lesson:
Minister or Official reads.

The Address:
Minister gives the Address.

The Prayers and Intercessions:
During the intercessions the Minister will say: Lord in thy mercy to which all
will respond: Hear our prayer.
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Hymn:
Congregation stands.

The Act of Remembrance/ The Dedication:

Minister: Let us remember before God, and commend to his sure keeping,
those who have died for their country in war and peace; those whom we
knew, and those whose memory we treasure, and all who lived and died in
the service of their country and mankind.

Names of fallen who are commemorated on the memorial are read.

All say: May they rest in peace.

The Laying of Wreaths:

Congregation sits for the laying of the wreaths.

Minister: In friendship and service to one to another, we are pledged to keep
alive the memory of those of all nations, who died in the royal Navy, our
Army & Royal Air Force. In their name we give ourselves to this noble cause.
All say: Proudly and thankfully we will remember them.

The Exhortation:

From ‘For The Fallen’ (Laurence Binyon, 1914):

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
at the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
we will remember them.

All say: We will remember them.

The Anthem:
Sung by the choir.

The Last Post:
Congregation stands.

The Silence:
Congregation stands.

The Reveille:

The Kohima Epitaph:
When you go home,
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow,

we gave our today.

Hymn:
Congregation stands.
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The Act of Commitment:

Congregation stands.

Minister: Let us commit ourselves to responsible living and faithful service. Will
you strive for all that makes peace?

All say: We will.

Minister: Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?

All say: We will.

Minister: Will you work for a just future for all humanity?

All say: We will.

All say: Merciful God, we offer to you the fears in us that have not yet been
cast out by love; may we accept the hope you have placed in the hearts of
all people, and live lives of justice, courage and mercy; so Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer. Amen.

All say: The Lord’s Prayer.

Or

Minister: Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God and our fellow
men and women; that we may help, encourage and comfort others, and
support those working for the relief of the needy, and the peace and wel-
fare of the nations.

All say: Lord God our Father, we pledge ourselves to serve and all mankind
in the cause of peace, for the relief of want and suffering, and for the praise
of your name. Guide us by your spirit; give us wisdom: give us courage; give
us hope; and keep us faithful now and always. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The National Anthem:
Congregation stands.

The Final Blessing:

Minister: God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the Church,
Queen, the Commonwealth, and all humankind, peace and concord; and
to us and all his servants, life everlasting; and the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, come down upon you and remain with you al-
ways. Amen.

ORDER OF SERVICE — EXAMPLE 2

The Welcome and Introduction:
Official welcomes those gathered and explains the memaorial(s).
Standards bought in — parade comes to attention.
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The Act of Remembrance/ The Dedication:

Official: Let us remember those who have died for their country in war and
peace; those whom we knew, and those whose memory we treasure, and
all who lived and died in the service of their country and mankind.

Names of fallen who are commemorated on the memorial are read.

All say: May they rest in peace.

The Exhortation:

From ‘For The Fallen’ (Laurence Binyon, 1914):

They shall grow not old, as we are left grow old, age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.

All say: We will remember them.

The Last Post:
All stand.

The One Minute Silence:
All stand.

The Reveille:

The Kohima Epitaph:
When you go home,
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow,

we gave our today.

Suggested Bible Readings:

Ecclesiaticus, chapter 44, verses 1-15
Isaiah, chapter 40, verses 25-31
John, chapter 15, verses 9-17

Micah, chapter 4, verses 1-5
Revelations, chapter 21, verses 1-7
Romans, chapter 8, verses 31-39

Suggested Hymns:

Abide With Me (Henry F Lyte, 1847)

Eternal Father, Strong To Save (Wiliam Whiting, 1860)

For All The Saints, Who From Their Labours Rest (William Walsham How, 1864)
| Vow To Thee My Country (Cecil Spring-Rice, 1921)

Jerusalem/ And Did Those Feet In Ancient Times (William Blake, 1804; C
Hubert H Parry, 1916)
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Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us (James Edmeston, 1921)

O God, Our Help In Ages Past (Isaac Watts, 1719)

O Valiant Hearts Who To Your Glory Came (John Stanhope Arkwright, 1919)
The King Of Love My Shepherd Is (Henry W Baker, 1868)

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want (239 Psalm; Francis Rowe, 1650)
There Is A Green Hill Far Away (Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848)

Suggested Poems:

In Flanders Fields (John McCrae, 1915)
For The Fallen (Laurence Binyon, 1914)
The Cenotaph (Charlotte Mew, 1919)
Anthem For Doomed Youth (Wilfred Owen, first published 1921)



