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FESTIVAL TIME AGAIN BN TN I D NS D) ¢

Christopher Martin-Jenkins, the Test Match Special commentator and former
cricket correspondent of The Times and the Daily Telegraph, outlines why
he is passionate in his support of the county cricket festival week

All the talk in official cricket circles recenthy was cutting down the
amount of County Championship cricket. Ta my mind it is foolish
talk, for a number of reasons that include the uncertainty of the
weather and the danger that festival cricket, the very essence of
the county game, will become even rarer than it already is. Oh my
Harrogate and my Buxton long age.

There was a time, and still is in the more enlightened counties,
when the county coming to town was a big event, anticipated long
in advance, relished while the cricket was in progress and reviewed
with pleasure maonths later. Sormetimes games are never forgatten,

swing, nat to rmention shortish boundaries that encourage bats to
do the same. Good weather usually guarantees good-sized crowds
and a precious amalgam of tension and relaxation.

We all know the reasons for the decrease inthe number of festival

games. All counties have more or less developed their main
grounds, at an accelerated rate in recent years. Some of them have
got into serious financial difficulties as a result. Once there has
been investment at a county’s headquarters it makes sense to use

‘that ground as often as the number of pitches will sensibly allow.

Overheads are less expensive that way.

set an unwanted record by becoming the last white, Caribbean-born player to
appear for the West Indies - some 38 years on the softly-spoken Bajan is still
hoping to see an end to the trend. He spoke about West Indies’ cricket and
his eight seasons with The Martlets to Mark Pennell

On April 11, 1973 Sussex and Barbados opening batsman Geoff Greenidge

The strong counter-arguments are that festival matches spread the
gospel around the county, encourage local cricketers and cricket-
watchers, make everyone feel part of the family of the game and

such asthe one started and finished after a thunderstarm on the

extracrdinary opening day of the Tunbridge Wells week in 1960,

Kent and Worcester began battle at11.30 am, Kent reaching 80
ore being Uos_,_ma out for 187 at 3.40pm.
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the homespun atmosphere of the Caunty Championship game. seems to be a large black car with a pennant billowing out from
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SIX GREAT GAMES AT HORSHAM

Bruce "lalbot remembers six of the best games in the long history of
first-class cricket at Horsham

1908

Top left: Milestone, Jos Vine Bottom left: The Master, Jack Hobbs
Top right: Spin wizard, Eddie Hemmings
Bottom right: History maker, Kavin Innes
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Geoff Greenidge in his heyday
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CB40 UPDATE &

Three successive wins have kept Sharks on course for the semi-finals

Three successive wins since
Sussex Sharks returned to
CB40 action three weeks ago
has put us on course to reach
the knockout stages of the
competition.

We missed out last year
after winning the title for two
successive years and with anly
the group winners guaranteed
to go through there is still work
to do.

The first of those victories
came against today’s opponents
at MNew Road when we eased
to an eight-wicket win after
restricting Worcestershire to
217 for 7 which was still their
highest total at New Road so
far this season.

Ed loyce and Chris Mash
launched our reply with a stand
of 153 and although Mash was
dismissed for 61 Joyce reached
his hundred from 89 balls with
his tenth boundary It was our
third successive CB40 win and

CB40 Group A

wie were able to make it four
the following Wednesday with
a 76 runs win over Yorkshire,
details and pictures of which
can be found elsewhers in this
brochure,

On Friday July 29 the players
and staff flew to Amsterdam
1o take on a Netherlands side
who have caused ane or two
upsets this season.

As expected, the pitch at
Armstelveem was slow but a
decent contingant of Sussex
supporters enjoyed the trip as
we racked up 271 for 2 after
being stuck in by the Dutch.

Centuries from Chris Mash
and Lou Vincent set Sussex up
for a comfaortable win. MNash hit
an unbeaten 116 and Yincent
scored 102 before Chris Liddle
claimed an impressive 5 for 18
as the home side were bowled
out for 123,

Only four of the Dutch
batsmen reached double figures

Teams Mat Won Lost Tied N/R Pts NetRR

Sussex 8 7
Middlesex 8
Netherlands

Derbyshire

Kent

Yorkshire

Worcestershire

0 0 14 +1.530
12 40234
10 0.383
9 -0050
6 0142
4 0312
3 0827

as they were defeated by 148 runs with nearly five overs remaining.

MNash's knock came from 135 balls and included five fours and
twao sixes, Vincent making his 102 from 91 balls with five fours and
a six.

Liddle quickly got to waork with the home side’s batsmen and
wickets fell at regular intervals as the hosts slurmped to 32 for 5.

It was also a good day for Luke Wells who mopped up at the end
with 3 for 19,

The Dutch were clearly saving themselves. The following day
they defeated Yorkshire to end their slim hopes of qualification. It
now looks like a straight fight betwean curselves and Middlesex
Panthers for top spot inthe group and remember that the best of
the three group runners-up also gualifies for next month’s semi-
finals.

Date Friday, August 85, 2011
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