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THE STORY OF CLIMATE CARS
September 5th, 2007 by AE Team

Adveniure Ecology meets Nicko Willlamson, the
brains behind London’s new aco-friendly tax

service, Climate Cars
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When did you first have the idea for Climate Cars? Toxico
We opened on the 18th of June this year but | first thought ofita
couple of years ago when | could see that people were looking Wasted Water
for ways to reduce their environmental impact. | found out a bit World of Trash
about LPG and | then | had the Idea for Climate Cars. | was
Inifially going to convert some people camiers, so [t would be Arts
quite like Addison Lee, and then | thought, hold on, what about Mo categories
using Priuses (Toyota hybrid cars)? And that was how Climate _;
Cars began. Education
: Mo categories
What prior experience did you have of running a car service?
None, | finished my history degree at Bristol University last year | Lifestyle
and I literally started working on the ldea for Climate Cars No categories
siralght away. | went to work In a cab company fo see how It all
worked. | worked In the business and fried to understand what
the challenges are and the realiies of unning a taxl service. RECENT COMMENTS
How did you raise the money to start the business? Mﬂ D\“FEI::#IT RE? Emlng{ag{? ﬂahmﬂmh:‘e ';h =
It was hard being a 23-year-old straight out of university, without
a track record or any experience of note In this industry — but it | Story Of Climate Cars
happened eventually. Investors had to belleve that | could do It | drfrank on Patlence Is a virtue
and that there was a market for the product. . Claire Morgan on Patlence Is a virtue
How many cars did you siartwitn? | Som Ry s ... & Sapiount on
We started with five, and we took dellvery of number eight this

week and number nine Is coming next week. Things have
suddenly started to take off, so | presume we'll get car number
10 the week after.

| drfrank on Patlence Is a virtue

Has the business grown steadily since June?

No, It was going quite nicely untll August and then there was a
lull. Qur business Is mainly corporate customers and they
slowed down using us when people were on holiday, and now It
seems to be bullding up again.

Do the companies really care about having a green car service?
A lot of people are very genuine about it. And although some
don't care, even they want to be seen io be caring. At the end of
the day, people want to get from A to B in comfort and at the right
price. So, they are looking for all the usual consumer boxes to
fick, and the eco box Is a nice one to add on, and people like to
say they are doing it too. And at the end of the day, we reduce
thelr emissions, so there really is a point to what we are doing.

Can you describe the servica?

All the cars have |leather seats, plenty of legroom, air-con,
newspapers, magazines, and a frained courteous driver who
opens the door for you and offers you Balu water.

How different are you from the other eco car services?

Green Tomatoes offer a good service, but are a very branded
offering and some cllents find this a bit much. We have found
some cllents saying they will use us because our cars are
sleeker and more subtle. We do have a brand on the door, but
It's very small.

What is the ride like In a hybrid Prius?

It Is often completely sllent up to 29mph, because you are
running on the batiery, and It's a nice feeling because It's very
tranquil. And then you hear the engine over 28mph, butifs a
very qulet car. if's very smooth too because If's automafic and
seamiessly transfers between electriclty and petrol. We've had
lots of compliments from customers. There s an energy monltor
in the car, so you can sae what you are running on, and people
seem to be drawn to that.

How do costs compare with other car companies?

We are 10 to 15% cheaper than Addison Lee, the market leader.
Compared with a black cab, Climate Cars works out cheaper
once the Journey costs more than £9 or £10. Plus, our fares are
worked out on mileage, so they are unaffected by bad traffic.

How have you marketed Climaie Cars?

A bit of online activity, so Dally Candy, Tree Hugger and all that
kind of stuff. We have sent out some press releases, and have
been In the Evening Standard and thelondonpaper. We have a
Facebook group and a MySpace page, but word of mouth has
been very good, so people have been calling us rather than us
calling them.

How quickly do you expect the business to grow?

| hope that we have 20 or 25 cars by Christmas. We need to be
there to handle what we've got already and the way in which we
are growing. To be more efficlent, we need more cars, while
servicing the neads of all our current customers.

What do you think your biggest challenges are going to be?

We need to get more clients and more cars on the road. And we
nead to bulld the brand because If's a very copyable Idea, so we
nead o keep ahead of the game. | am frying to look how we can
come a bit greener. We are looking at alternative fuels, such as
blo-ethanol and hydrogen technology, which | have been told
will be avallable In the near future.

For more Informafion, vislt the Climate Cars webslie
interview by Dave Coombs

Last 5 posts by AE Team

ADVENTURE ECOLOGY NEWS - September 6th, 2007
EXPEDITION UPDATE - September 5th, 2007
ADVENTURE ECOLOGY NEWS - August 30th, 2007
Lifeventure and Lifesystems: THANK YOU - May 8th, 2007
Got a cool eco-project? - April 25th, 2007

L B B B

This entry was posted on Wednesday, September 5th, 2007 at
10:06 pm and Is flled under Lifestyle, AE TEAM. You can follow
any responses to this enfry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can

leave a response, or frackback from your own site.

1. AdventureEcology » Blog Archive »

ADVENTURE ECOLOGY NEWS Says:
September 6th, 2007 at 12:01 am
[.-.] Read our exclusive interview with Nicko [...]

You must be logged In fo post a comment.

AdventureEcology is proudly powered by WordPress
Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS).



