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Visits The Brighton "A" power station at Southwick, visited by members on 
24th August, was opened in 1906 and was the successor to earlier stations 
in North Street and Glouceste£ Road, the latter d a ting from 1882 and thus 
making Brighton one of the first towns in Britain to have a public electri
city supply. Some parts of the original Southwick building still exist 
although not used for their original purpose. The first station at 
Gloucester Road contained Brush arc-ligh ting generators and it is inter
esting to note that the two remaining operati onal sets in the " A" station 
are 30 MW and 50 MW L jungstrom s ets also manufactured by the Brush Company, 
the 50 MW set being t h e largest of this type to have b een built in this 
country. The station has served Brighton for almost 70 years and, although 
it suffered bomb damage during the last war, was never put out of action. 
Unfortunately its days are now numbered and, indeed, demolition work on some 
of the plant has a lready be gun. A direct-current sub-station also exists 
containing a massive switchboard, a motor-generator set and a La Cour motor
convertor, but it no w supplies, through a modern rectifier, no more than a 
few station auxiliaries. It is unlikely to be practicable to preserve 
much more than the name-plates of the machines and such small items as the 
ori ginal turbine-room clock and some ornate balustrading fro m the original 
switchboard; a comprehensive set of photog raphs and other documentation 
does, however, exist. It was disappointing, and indeed somewhat 
embarassing, that of the members who signified their intention of being 
present, l e ss than half turned up. EoO.Taylor 

On Saturday afternoon, September 8th, Mr Philip Iaurie took a second 
party of 12 members round Herstmonceux Castle and Obs e rvatory. We saw 
one of the oldest brick buildings in England, interesting ne w architecture 
in the modern Observatory building s and a knapped flint wall eXGcuted by 
one of the last men in this anci ent craft. But wha t of industrial archae
ology? We ll, there was the tel e scope of the 1880s - still in us.; there 
we re two-hundred-year-old mirrors from William Herschel's telescope (polished 
by the elbow power of the astronomer who also had to be his own smith, 
carpente r and mecha nic). There was also a fine marbl e bust of Herschel by 
Roubiliac, found by Mr. Laurie in a basement storeroom and relieved of white 
paint which had made people suppose it to be only a plaster cast. The 
visit was notable for the wit of our guide, which made the digestion of so 
much information easier. We particularly liked his throw-away line: "Oh, 
this is all for watching stars, the Sun is my department." Brenda Innes 

A successful all-day visit to Lewes took place on Saturday, 22nd 
Sep tember, when 25 of our members we re joined by about half that number of 
members of the Lewes Archaeological Group. We owe a considerable debt of 
gratitude to the Lewes Group and its members who did so much to assist the 
planning of the visit and make preparations g enerally, and who acted as 
guide s to a number of the g roups of inspection. The Southover Church 
Institute in St. James Stree t (form e rly Pudding Bag Lane ) was our head
quarters for the day and in addition it enabled Mr. O'Shea to assemble a 
display which included some very fine photographs by Reeves of Lewes in 
the 1870s (see s eparat e note r egarding the availability of these photos), 
maps a nd records from the County Re cords Offic e cove ring Lewes during the 
19th Century and pottery shards, with photog raphs of the mediaeval pottery 
dig at Ringme r now being undertaken by the Lewe s Group. After an intro
ductory briefing basec on H. A.Gordon's extensive notes the partie9 set off 
for a morning perambulation round sites of interest within the Town itself. 
Passing amost at once the site of one of the two large tanneries that 
existed up to the turn of the Century, the present and two earlier railway 
station sites were examined, including the n e wly r e -decorated shield of the 
London, Brighton & South Coast Railway. Moving on to the banks of the Ouse 
in the area of Railway Lane , g ranaries and other buildings connected with 
t he days of more active Ous e navigation were noted as also the site of the 
gas works of 1822, the site of the Morris foundry of similar date, and the 
probable area of s h ip-building . 
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The parties t hen mov ed on to v i ew t he Harvey Bridge Wharf Brewery Buildings, 
the Phoenix Ironworks as s ee n from the new Phoe n ix Causeway , a nd so u p 
School h ill passing Baxte rs Printing Works a nd on to t he Barbican where a 
display of Suss ex tokens a nd pi e c e s of Sussex g l ass had been arranged by 
t he Cur ator , Mi ss JVlarsden , wh o a lso ac companied us on the Town tour. In 
t he a ft e rnoon a wide r circuit took membe rs to the quarries, limekilns and 
tramway a t Off ham, where most membe rs b r aved t he climb up the incline of 
the 1809 tramway befo r e moving off to the Hamsey South Lock a n d cana l cut and 
the remains of t he n ow abandoned Hamsey Railway Lo op. Finally, t he h omeward 
route took us back via t he Pells wi th t he ir system of lea ts that onc e served 
an importa nt paper mil19 some industrial co ttages of the 19t h Century and so 
to headqua rt e r s for tea and a discussi on on t he type of r e port which should 
b e produc ed on t he activiti es of Lewe s during the Indus tria l Revolution. 

vi. R 0 Be s wick. 

Photogr a phs of Lewes in the 1870s. Seve r a l membe rs have aske d if copies 
of the photographs from t he Reeves coll e ction, a s displayed a t our Lewe s 
meet ing , could be obtained. An approac h has been mad e to Mr . Reeves by 
Mr. O' Shea who will be please d to organize this mat t e r on our beha lf. 
The cost of full - plate prints , inc ludin g VAT a nd postage , will b e 50p for 
the first pr i nt and 45p f or eac h of a ny subs equent number (not necessarily 
of the s ame pr i nt). Members interested should writ e t o E . W.O'Shea , 
Pa ston Cottage , Kingston , Lewe s , BN 7 3JZ., enclosing the requisite amount. 
Closing da t e for orders : 30th Novembe r 1973 . Any qu e ri e s to Mr. O' Shea 
on t hes e phot os s houl d be a ccompan i ed by a stamped , a ddressed envel ope . 

Batemans Watermill. Progress has been made with t hi s restora tion but 
volunt ee r workers a r e s til l wanted . The new or r epaire d timb e rs of the 
hursting are now cut and most l y in place , the new b earing pedestals for t he 
wheel-shaft have b een const r ucted and Jim Smith has cut the n ew a pplewood 
t ee th for t he pit-wheel. S oon the new wheel-sha~t will be pl a c e d on its 
bea ring s a nd t he f a bric a t ion of the whee l sta rt ed . We have bee n informed 
by the National Trust that t he Ar my wil l not now be able to unde rtake the 
digging out of the mill - pond a nd mill -la de. This will have to be done 
under contra ct with the assistanc e of volun t ee r labour . The first t a sk 
is t ha cl ear a nc e of all the bushes and saplings a long the mill-lade whi ch 
prevent: access from the cart - trac k fo r the mechanical exc avator. 
Volunt eer s a r e n ee ded f or thi s work . 

Mesolithi c Manufa ctur e . Mr. R.Bingley r eports a Mes ol ith ic surface sit e 
in t he Ne therfi eld area which is cl early a manufactur i ng area . Finds 
include numerous tools and c hips of fl int toge the r wi t h co res wh ich match 
each othe r a nd a r e ev i dently from the same nodul e . It is int ~ re Bting to 
l earn t ha t t he nodules used a r e not of loc a l ori g in but app ear to have b een 
brough t from t he Downl a nd a r ea o 

Books on Sussex . One o f our membe r s , Mr. Hugh Barty - King , is t he a uthor 
of a book, "Sussex in 1839" , in the "Lands c ape Histo ry" se ries wh ich a 
Readi ng publishe r i s l a unching t his winter . 

Sussex Archae olog ic a l Society Lectures. Two l e cture s in t he S. A. S . winter 
programme may be of particula r i n t e r e st to our members. On e is on 8 th 
Februa ry 1974, on " Mediae va l Ki lns in West Sussex" by C.J. Ainsworth , a nd 
the othe r is on 5th Apr il 1974 on "Sussex Turnpike Roads" by one of our 
membe rs, Brian Aust en. The l e c tures a r e he ld a t Southove r Gra nge , Lewes, 
at 7. 30 pm. Admission: 15p for S . A. S . membe rs, 20p f or non-members. 

Old Hast~lgs Preservation Soci e ty. Anothe r of our membe rs, John Upton, is 
giving a l e c ture to the OoHoPoS . on "The Battle Gunpowde r Industry". The 
l ectur e is at the O.H oPoS. headqua rt e rs, 39, Hi gh St r ee t, Hastings, at 
6 0 30 pm on Saturday , 19th January. Any membe r s li ving locally a re welcome 
to com e to this meet ing as gues ts o f our Secre t a ry, AoJ.Has elfoot. 

Death of a memb er . We a r e very s orry to hear o f the deat h of on e of our 
orig ina l memb e rs, AoE.Philcox, of Lewes, a t the age of 86 , who joined t he 
Society in Sept ember 1968. His s on , R.A.Phi lcox is a member, having joine d 
in January 1972. 
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Evening Meet ings h a v e be e n arranged for the dates g iven bel ow. It is 
intended that these meetingSshall be quite informa l, a lthough in eac h c a s e 
one of our memb e rs will open by g iving a short t a lk and showing slides about 
some aspect of I. A. e ither in Sussex o r e l sewhere . It is h oped t ha t 
memb e rs will take the opportunity to report on the ir own work , to show t hei r 
own slides, a nd to put queries about a ny aspe ct of I . A. on which they desire 
informa tion. If the s c first meetings prove succ essful further e v enings will 
be arranged and deta ils will be given in the January Newsletter . 

Thursday De c embe r 13th . 
7,,30 pm 

Thursday J a nuary 17 th 
7 . 30 pm 

Comm ittee Room, Centra l Library , Grove Road , 
Eastbourne G Mr. W.R.Beswick will talk a bout 
"Ol i ve Mills in the South of Rrance ll

• 

Southov er Grange , Le we s . Mr and Mr s . J . Farran t 
\"Iil l talk ab out IIL A. in Brighton ll

• 

News~ettero It is hoped to produc e a proper Newsle tt e r in January, possibly 
wi th illustra tions. For t his it is n e c essary to have NE\I/S , which does not 
come automatical l y to the Secre t a ry. Therefore , will any member having 
news items about the ir own work or a bout what is happening in t he ir area 
pl eas e send the informat ion to the Secre t ary, with i llustrat ions if desire d . 
Short a rticl es about any aspect of loA . c a n a lso be sent in. Contr i butions 
should reach the ·Secre t a ry not l a t e r than 20th Dec ember . Illustrations 
may be pen drawings ( on white paper) o r b l ack- a nd-wh ite ph otog r aphs , not 
less than 5 11 x 4" , and prefe r ably 8" x 5 11 • 

Addenda to Addr ess List . The following amendm ents should be made to the 
ncidress list s ent out with the August Circular . 

C North East Sussex 
Change : GOODE , T.J. & Miss R. J . - "Broadview l

' , Turners Gr een , He a thfield. 
De l e t e : MEADES, Mrs . D. M. - Hugge tt s Farm , Hi gh Hu r stwood, Uckfield . 

F Centra l Sussex 
Add : TAYLOR , M.!.ss Y. - "Bea cons View", Kings ton Road, Lewes . 

vIYKEH AM , J . W. - "Lavenders", Swanborough , Lewes . 
Delete: PHILCOX, A. E. - 12, Gundr eda Road, Lewes . 

G North Sussex 
Add : COX , Mrs. G. B. - 3, Mi ddle Road , Partridge Grcen , Horsham . 
Change : BUDGEN , L oJ. - "Littl e Paddocks", 9 , The Birches , 

Mann i ng Heath., Horsham, RH1 6JT 

H "Jest Sussex 
Change : SAYER , C. A. - Barton Granary, Nye timb e r, Bognor Regis . 
Delete : DENTON , Mrs. 1'1 . - "Sandy Trail" , Oakfi e ld Av enue, E. Witterin g . 

Membe rs Resident outside the County 
Add : HUDSON , T. P. - 53, Thurlow Park Road , London S . E . 21 . 
Cha nge : HOARE , Mr & I'1rs J. - 107, Wes tern Road , Mickleover, De rby DE3 5GR . 




